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The Alchemy of Mothering
Analysis of Annie Hsiao Ching Wang’s Photographs
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| Abstract |

With an obvious purpose of enlightenment and cultivation, Madonna and Child
depicted in Western religious paintings has produced for all people the paragon image
of an ideal mother. Consequently, mothering imposes on many mothers a trammel
in particular the choice between taking care of the family and developing personal
career. Starting with quotes of cause analyses of mothering based on feminism and
psychoanalysis, this essay clarifies that being a woman and being a dedicated mother
does not go with the territory. Focused on “chora” a philosophical term refers to
conception of the young, the essay further manifests subjectivity of a conceiver with

implications of fertility, abundance and inexhaustibleness of that term.

Expanding the purport of a mother’s life creation in propagation and nurturing to her
art creation, Wang’s photographic creations not only record family commemorations,
but also witness a mother taking the role of an artist. Photographs of the past 20 years
keep track of different life stages of the artist and the growth process of her child. More
importantly, transformation of “cliché” by art has also been verified, turning strenuous

motherhood practices into unique artistic practices.

Keywords | Madonna and Child, Mothering, Chora, Mise en abyme, Durée
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EREVEE > BHIRR2EBERAETHEK HLGT > —#@HE—RARERE -
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I HFEAERE) o8 AMERBR M FFRHE VIS - KiE (Simone de Beauvoir,
1908-1967) HRBLANZE — A2 A TA1E) (immanence) B YZEFRRE £ >
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SEMN = AEE o AR AR AR E
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BRAESR ) R NLIRNILFAT AR R HIEBI RN (child
care) FIAEF /IMZ (childbearing) J2[F—MRRE » fli 52 » £ L NBHEE
BRI PRSI S A PRRE o MIRKHT DAtk AR ANZ L T
Al REG o TRt B AT R ERNEGERME A RYTERE - 28T AR TR i A A
T4 2 RN M SRR R B B & > R (] 2 B L)y 2 R e ok
ity o WA SRS B S HIBEFTE ?  (Chodorow, 1999 /3R A K



o~
N

Kess [e1oUar) wEEE |

#2003 : 20)
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M LA SR B MR 5 RO 5 B (5 L RIPG KRR o

FEZEA TR RHMAT7E 75 T > IREEISUR S 37 At I THI R Fiak > %%
B GO EHIANFE > B ERHRAY SRt 552 > B b AT ERA H =
0 (D) TR A CREE ; () BESEEE D TRt M
FUEREE 5 (3) EMATAN  BRHREEARZ D GEIRW > 2005
72-78) o BN =R IR A - WH5EE o R AR a A TIEER
XFFRFNISR ) (BN IR R BCE R AR X BT TS5 A
Ko TAE & O RK R B AR L ME AR ) (v B2 R oy S 36 2 T e ) AR



o~
(3]

Kess [e1oUar) wEEE |

) o MRS — ¥ 18 2B L BEMR (HAEFMR 1950 FE 1980
TR MRIEITTE (ZREEE ~ =&kia > 2016) R - 7ELSWRRSL T T > 18
NP AE TS > B HAERB LEANL > 8 h =02 — o a7 e
BITERIRBR 5 > BEARRIRImER A Y 55 =R U E R e =2
M LU N =R R R - AR ERE SRR AR E ~ R
HICEB/NZ - Bl §2AEAE > 2L EERLEER - D HEBHR
W5 REFF 2 NRIRMWAIBTE - (HE e AR R RE 22 5= IR > AL & (a Al
FAHBRC EFE O ANE - i KA L2 S 2 S 1A S AN & R Y A AR
o by —J7H  BMEA L BMR LUR 5 BIARSBIVEREM - (HBIE IR AE T4
WA R 5 ) IR R S M E e =R A R A % o

B ARt el A B A E R S M SE MERIZE RO AR (B — {1 2248
%) EE S M A IEENTRIS (PR RAEREEE) - R tA
iy A ST A T 2 PO AR S S i A% S5 2 SRl S Y B R R P A A2
i Bl SRS o S AR s AT DUH AR IRE » 2 f] = S e e £ i
HER & XWPFAENBEEEGRE24AES » (HEERICHHEEMA]
T~ FEI3EEHTIE ~ AR B EE R R R BT R LB R Z BB A -
AL B R R R B 2 SR B 5T 75 40 ] T S R 2R SR 2
BRI E S AT DU BRI (ER ARG 2 Sir s i A8 1 - REME BRI EAETE
ARSI HZS EAIEFHIARRS 2

(=) BHIAE © A5G BRI M Al

VG 75 1% 52 S E 2 HA B F ek ME R BR . K P -2 8 (Sally Mann,



o~
o~

Kess [e1oUar) wEEE |

1951-)  [AIAR L <F BB A b i 24 0l IR (1 3 RK A TR AN IR 75 2 a0
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sy 20 (RS - CCRREHRERE) AWEER) ) HE L ST
FOHF MERRISH) -~ EiEHZE (Aristore, 384-322 B.C.) HYHI
A VRIS NTE > AEMPIE (Platon, 428-348 B.C.) MTTLZEAE [
PEZEM ) PIRZIEDNS > FEA SR (Chora) @ MHEAREMS > =REAIEE
VIR 55 o | (Platon, 2001[1992] : 149) o &%y %2 (]acques Derrida, 1930-
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